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Mister President and Members of the Захееп Legislature 


І have today sent a special message to the House urging 
immediate passage of the so-called tobacco tax The need for this 
measure should be apparent to everyone There have been certain 
objections to this bill from some pressure groups That 1s to be 
expected There are always these well-fed, selfish groups willing 
to close their eyes so they cannot see the hunger of others. 


In presenting this measure I am placing before you the means 
to alleviate certain conditions which аге becommg more acute by 
the minute І ат think'ng now particularly of those people who 
have devoted a life-time of service to their country and their state 
and who now, in their old age, through no fault of their own, 
find themselves without income and without the means of earning 
a livelihood These people will not be with us very long 


Most of them have led honorable and useful lives They are 
proud, and ther pride in many cases grows greater as their 
mcome decreases They would prefer to starve with their heads 
held Ingh than to humble themselves by pubhcly asking for 
charity The State, through its old age assistance program, can 
provide for these people, 1f sufficient funds are available, and 
at the same time permit them to retain their self-respect. 


I know many of these old folks They have been honored 
in their Гуез They will be honored again when they die. They 
would prefer to have food upon their tables than flowers upon 
their graves It is true that on their passing resolutions praising 
them may be passed and presented to their bereaved families 
In some cases statues may be erected, statues of their hkenesses 
on iron horses. Let us not, by vote, make it necessary to say it is 
too bad they died of starvat:on 


Besides the needy aged there are two other classes of deserving 
people who will benefit by this bill. They are the needy blind 
and the dependent children. 

Those who are blind have lost only one of their five senses. 


While they go through life m darkness, they suffer as acutely 
as the rest of us from the pangs of an empty stomach. It is a 
matter of statistics that most cases of blindness occur among the 
poor The amount of help the state is giving the blind,is very 
limited Some receive as little as $6.25 a month. To their other 
troubles should not be added the fear of hunger and the feeling 
that New Mexico does not care what happens to them. While we 
cannot restore their sight, we can brighten their lives by assuring 
them of enough to eat and something decent to wear. 


Our children are not only the most precious possession of the 
family, but of the state as well. If our democracy is to remain 
strong, our children must grow up with healthy bodies and keen 
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nunds. It is well enough for us to say that in America every 
person 15 born equal under the law and ın the sight of God. But 
that saying rings hollow unless we also provide that every child 
shall have proper nourishment, adequate clothing and the right 
to education 


When WPA closed down, the hot lunch program for our 
common schools, which had been staffed by WPA labor, was 
threatened with extinction I have asked the Department of Public 
Welfare to temporarily take over this program. Qualified physicians 
have told me that the improvement in the health of children 
who receive these hot lunches 1s amazing I am sure that none of 
you would want to see this program discontinued 


Through our program of aid to dependent children we are 
trying to provide these things. І wonder :f there is any man in 
New Mexico who would lift his infamous voice and say that this 
15 wrong I do not believe there is This 1s one program that has 
universal support But we must give it more than Пр service. 
We must show by our actions that our hearts approve the sent:ments 
that our lips express 


There has been much misunderstanding about old age assist- 
ance Many people have the impression that any person above 
middle age can receive a pension. I would like to clear up that 
misunderstanding The federal government and the state have 
laid down strict rules governing the granting of old age assistance. 
“A person to be eligible to receive help from the state must be at 
least sixty-five years of age and in addition he must be in need 
The amount recetved by the individual varies. Each case 15 
investigated and the need determined 


The grant that is finally made 15 :п no way a pension. It 15 
assistance only, and should the individual’s псоте from private 
sources increase sufficiently for him to care for himself, state aid 
immediately ceases В 


The state, with federal help, at Ше present time 1s making 
available for the use of this group an average of $19.13 per person 
One-half of this $19.13 is paid by the-federal government, the 
other half by the state Until the present time, this money was 
supplemented by food stamps and each 50c could buy seventy-five 
cents worth of goods. That has been changed. Food stamps will 
not be available after March 1 and these old folks will no longer 
be given special consideration at the stores. Living costs have 
advanced from 15 to 25 per cent. ; 


Also, due to the closing of the WPA sewing project the 
needy people of this state will no longer be able to obtain clothes 
from this source. This means that another burden has been .added 
to the hardships which these people face. 
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The hardship upon them 1s far greater than it is on the 
wage earner because they are already reduced to the necessities 
of bfe and they have no place to cut except from their meager 
food ration and their more meager allotment of clothes. 


We should bear in mind that the average amount these old 
folks receive 1s only $1900 a month. When this amount was 
supplemented by food stamps, 1 bought approximately $29.00 
worth of commodities With cost of hving up, and with food 
stamps no longer available, this $1900 has shrunk in purchasing 
power until :t will buy only as much as $15.00 would buy eight 
months ago This fact alone should show the imperative need for 
greater relief for these people. 


While I have used $19.00 as the average amount paid out 
т old age assistance, since that 15 the information given me by 
the Department of Public Welfare, I understand that some 
members of the legislature do not agree with that figure. They 
contend that the average 15 nearer $9.00. If that is true it is all 
the more reason why something should be done promptly to relieve 
the hardships suffered by these old folks 


We have before us today a means of providing them: with the 
necessities of hfe. If you enact the tobacco tax, sufficient revenue 
will be ohtained to meet these immediate needs. This tax is purely 
a luxury tax There 15 no add‘tional tax added to the necessities 
of hfe, nor will there be The proposed tax is similar to those 
already ın effect m Texas, Arizona and Oklahoma. Those people 
who do not want to participate in it are not compelled -to do so. 
Г do not presume that many users of tobacco will stop smoking, 
but they can save the amount of the tax by cutting down slightly 
on the consumption of tobacco or by smoking their cigarettes a 
little shorter. If this tax becomes effective, and you have it within 
your power to make 1t'so, we can, through both federal and state 
assistance, mcrease payments to the aged people of this state to 
an average of approximately $30.00 per month, in those cases 
where needed. This means the federal government pays $15.00 
and the state pays $15.00 Such an increase will give them the 
feeling of зесигту to which they are entitled. 


We should remember that for each dollar the state puts up 
for assistance to the aged, the government matches it with a 
federal dollar. There has been some grumbling and discontent 
with the Public Welfare Department’s administration of old age 
assistance. The legislature now has this department under investiga- 
tion and 1 апу incompetency ог any mal-administration of funds 
is discovered, F shall correct such condition insofar as it is possible. 
I have been advised by the Finance Director of the Department 
of Public Welfare that the administrative costs for the entire 
department at present are less than 12% of total funds expended. 
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On this basis, if the committee found that the entire administrative 
costs could be eliminated, there would still be insufficient funds 
left to care for the state’s unfortunate people. I hope that this 
investigating commrttee will find ways о effect economies in the 
operation of this department, so that the money saved can be 
applied to the assistance of this group. 


With the facts that I am giving you now, you can see the 
ımmediate need for this legislation and I sincerely trust that you 
will familiarize yourself with this bill and then act on it as soon 
as possible 


In my message to the legislature on January 12, I called 
attention to the probability that the revenues available to the 
Department of Public Welfare will be reduced $360,000 for the 
next fiscal year. Some people have been inclined to doubt that 
statement They feel that because state revenues did not decrease 
during 1942, they will not decrease this year People who argue 
that way live in a Fool’s Paradise 


During the next fiscal year we expect to lose $360,000 from 
the liquor and compensating taxes. It is true that collections 
from the liquor tax went up last year. But that fact makes it 
only the more certain that they will decrease next year. Liquor is 
rationed. Many merchants saw rationing coming and they laid in 
a good supply—on which they paid the tax. Now they can no 
langer buy liquor freely in the market. Revenue from this source 
will inevitably decrease 


Rationing will also affect income from the compensating tax. 
And when these decreases come, it will mean that the needy aged 
of this state will have to decrease their already slim store of food. 
I do nat know how all you legislators feel about this, but I, for 
one, do not propose to allow these aged people to starve in a land 
of plenty. 


For the past few years America has been the arsenal of all 
those countries throughout the world that want, and are willing 
te fight for, democracy Through lend-lease we are feeding large 
groups of the people of those countries. I do not mean that we 


are feeding their armies alone, but their civilian populations as _ 


well, 


This is being done at the same tme that food for our own 
hungry people at home is getting more and more difficult to 
obtain. I have no objection to feeding the hungry people abroad, 
but while we are feeding them, let us feed our own people at 
home 


My faith in you is such that I believe you will not want- to 
be known as a group who saw the federal government provide 
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for the people of foreign countries food of a kind not known to 
them before, and then fail to provide for those at home. 


In recent months the price of labor has been raised, the 
price of farm commodities has been increased; provision has 
been made to clothe, feed and finance the people of foreign 
lands. Now the question is rightfully asked, what has been done 
for the needy of our own country, and what do we plan to do 
for the needy of New Mexico? Let me tell you what has been 
done fo these people. There has been taken away from them the 
clothes they formerly obtained through WPA sewing projects, 
and the surplus foods which they were formerly permitted’ to 
purchase through the Surplus Commodity Stamp Act. While these 
things have been taken away the cost of their living has increased 
to such an extent that their purchasing power has been reduced 
50 per cent. 


Since I have been Governor I have had an opportunity to 
see many of these old people who are in need of public assistance. 
Their cases in most instances are pitiful. 


І is appalling that here in America . . . here in New Mexico 
. - . we have a large group of citizens, numbering more than 
five thousand, whose economic condition has sunk to zéro and 
who are on relief at the present time. Old people whose shoes 
were worn out have come into my office asking a pittance to 
keep body and soul together. 


In England in the midst of bombings, with their limited food 
supply and other privations, they are talking now about a program 
to provide security for everyone from the cradle to the grave.- 
Here in a land of plenty, where we have felt only minor annoy- 
ances of personal sacrifice, we quibble about voting a few pennies 
to provide some of the necessities of Ше to a small group of our 
needy citizens. 


I do not have the privilege of voting in the legislature, but 
were I so privileged I would be anxiously waiting for my name 
to be called so I could vote in the affirmative on this bill. I ask 
you in the name of humanity not to fiddle while the people 
starve. We should remember that there are more than 5,000 
people in need of greater relief from the state and many more who 
should be receiving this relief, but for whom we cannot now provide. 


The remedy is provided in the bill which has now been 
introduced. It is before the legislature. It now becomes your 
responsibility. : 

For every day this tax bill is delayed you are depriving 
these dependent people of more than $2,000 per day. 


I know there are paid lobbyists who will try to defeat this 
bill. They are living at prominent-hotels, feeding well and enter- 
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taining lavishly. They are not willing t to give up three puffs on 
their cigarettes to help feed the old people of this state. You should 
give these lobbyists the kind of brush-off that their selfish motives 
deserve. 


I is significant, І believe, of the feeling of the people of New 
Mexico towards this bill that not one voice has been raised against 
it. The people recognize the obligation we owe to our needy aged, 
to our blind and to our dependent children and they are ready 
and willing to fulfill that obligation. 


When you come fo consider this measure I ask you to 
remember that something near adequate assistance to the needy. — 
is not a matter of politics. It is not a matter of charity. It is a 
matter of human decency. 
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„ _ With you lies the responsibility. With you lies the power 
to bring about this necessary assistance to these needy people. 
May you be guided as your conscience dictates, 
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